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Drug Lords 
 

The Rise and Fall of the Cali Cartel 
The Richest Crime Syndicate in History 

 

Ron Chepesiuk 

Drug Lords  charts the spectacular rise and fall of the Cali cartel, the most 
powerful drug trafficking gang the world has ever seen. 
 
Based in the Colombian city of Cali it flooded the United States and Europe 
with cocaine, made tens of billions in illicit profits and waged a bloody war 
with Pablo Escobar’s Medellin cartel, leaving hundreds dead or maimed. 
 
Led by four men – brilliant strategist Gilberto Rodriguez, his hands on 
brother Miguel, the tough and vicious Jose Santacruz and the cool, dapper 
Pancho Herrara – the cartel seized control of the cocaine trade in New York 
in the late 1970’s and used it to springboard to near global domination. 
Operating like a multi-national corporation, it brought and unprecedented 
degree of organization to the drugs trade and remained virtually 
untouchable for twenty years. 
 
In a tale more shocking than any thriller author Ron Chepesiuk reveals how 
the gang built an army of dealers, smugglers, money launderers, lawyers 
and assassins and how it corrupted politicians, cops and judges. 
 
Eventually, however its godfathers became prime target of the US-led war 
on drugs and were cut-down or captured one by one. Today, the cartel lies 
shattered and the full account of the biggest single dealer of drugs in the 
world can finally be told. 
 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:  
 
Ron Chepesiuk  is a Fulbright Scholar and the author of 18 books, including 
Hard Target: The US’s War with International Drug Trafficking and War on 
Drugs: An International Encyclopedia. His newspaper and magazine articles 
have appeared in USA Today, New York Times syndicate, National Review, 
New York Daily News and close to 400 other publications around the world.  
 
Ron is a member of the International Association for the Study of Organized 
Crime, the International Narcotics Law Officers Association and 
Investigative Editors and Reporters. He is available for interviews and 
bespoke articles. For further information please contact Chris Burrows at 
Milo Books at chris.milo@btconnect.com  
 
 

Praise for Ron Chepesiuk:  
 

‘If you liked Mark Bowden’s Killing Pablo, you’ll love this.’ – FHM 
 

‘A fascinating story of how the anti-drug forces finally brought down the 
world’s most powerful drug trafficking mafia.’ – Gerald Posner , author of 

Case Closed: Lee Harvey Oswald and the Assassination of John F. 
Kennedy. 

 
‘Ron Chepesiuk is a master of high-octane journalism.’ Bert Ruiz,  author of 

The Colombian Civil War 
 

‘Offers an intimate and never-before-seen glimpse into a shadowy 
underworld of sophisticated and murderous drug traffickers.’ 

– Dallas Morning News 
 


